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settled in Guatemala, has contributed to native composition by selecting
Guatemalan Indian themes as a basis of his Sinfonia Guatemalteca.

Alberto Mendoza has written some music in small forms, but he is
chiefly active as a pedagogue in Guatemala City. Of the younger genera-
tion, Salvador Ley merits mention. His' compositions, however, are in
the European manner, without reference to native folklore.

Jose Molina Pinillo and Felipe Siliezar have written some instrumental
music in the native manner. Mariano Valverde, principally known as a
Marimba player, is the composer of popular waltzes. Julian Paniagua,
an uncle of Raul Paniagua, has written songs that have attained consider-
able popularity in Central America.

In a class by himself is Jose Castaneda, an experimenter in ultra-modern
music. In 1934 he founded in Guatemala City an orchestral group
significantly named Ars Nova, which was later developed into a sym-
phony orchestra called Orquesta Progresista, which presented its first
concert on January 7, 1936. In 1944 the Orquesta Progresista was dis-
continued, and a new organization was formed in its place, the Orquesta
Filarmonica de Guatemala, which gave its first concert on September 8,

1944-

An important medium of musical culture and education is the radio
station La Voz de Guatemala, which possesses modern equipment. It
maintains a regular schedule of orchestral and instrumental music, and
is powerful enough to be heard throughout Central America.

MUSICIANS  OF  GUATEMALA

One of the first cultured musicians of Guatemala was Luis Felipe ARIAS
(1870-1908) who was assassinated in the streets of Guatemala City on
March 24, 1908, possibly by mistake. His killers were apprehended and
sentenced to six months in jail. Arias, whose death occurred when he was
thirty-eight years old, was educated in Europe. He was active as a teacher,
and left several compositions, mostly short pieces. The orchestral score
of his Moorish Dance is included in the Fleisher Collection of Philadel-
phia.

Jose CASTANEDA (1898------) is a versatile musician and a writer in

the field of music. When Castaneda returned to his native land, after
spending some time in Paris, he directed for a brief period an orchestral
ensemble Ars Nova in Guatemala City, and conducted concerts of Latin
American music in New York at the World's Fair in 1939. In his the-